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elementary Latin Grammars published in Germany in 
the XlXth century have their nursery rhymes in Ger- 
man, even such well-known grammars as those of 
Ellendt-Seyffert, Meissner, Schmalz (8th ed., 1912), 
etc. 

The most conspicuous advocate in recent times of 
the memory-verse in Latin, as applied to the Grammar, 
was Dr. Kennedy, the great headmaster of Shrews- 
bury, later for many years Regius Professor of Greek 
at Cambridge. In his Elementary Grammar of the 
Latin Language (London, 1843), large use is made of 
short trochaic or iambic lines in Latin, with rhymes. 
In the preface to the fourth edition, 1849, he makes a 
comparison of the distinctive features of his grammar 
with Lily's. "The old memorial hexameters", he says, 
"for genders of Nouns, flexion of Verbs, &c, are 
replaced by rhyming Latin lines in octosyllabic rhythm, 
which are learnt (as the author has found) with infi- 
nitely greater ease, remembered quite as well, and 
applied with at least equal readiness. In adopting 
this alteration, the Author has followed not only the 
dictates of his own judgment, but also the general 
practice of Continental School Grammars". 

As specimens of Dr. Kennedy's gender rules these 
may serve 26 : 

Viri, Populi, et Divi, 
Venti, Menses, Monies, Rivi 
Generis sunt Masculini. 

Plantae, Divae, Feminae, 
Terrae, Urbes, Insulae 
Generis sunt Feminini. 

Vox indeclinabilis 
Neutrius est Generis. 

Masculinis us et er 
Neutris um tribuitur. 

Feminina sunt in us 
Alvus, arctus, carbasus, 
Colus, humus, methodus: 
Neutra virus, pelagus. 
Vulgus fere Neutrum sit, 
Masculum subinde fit. 

Masculis inseritur 
Quod claudit 0, or, os vel er, 
Et Nomen desinens in es, 
Si flectit casus impares. 

Caro (carnis) mavult se 
Femininis addere. 

Masculini generis, 
Amnis, axis, callis, collis, 
Caulis, cucumis et follis, 
Fascis, funis, fustis, finis, 
Ignis, orbis atque crinis, 
Panis, piscis, postis, ensis, 
Sentis, corbis, torquis, mensis, 
Torris, unguis et canalis, 
Vectis, vermis et sodalis, 
Cassis, cinis, glis et anguis. 
Lapis, pulris atque sanguis. 

This last must have suggested to Lane the one rhyming 
rule which appears in his grammar (579), beginning, 

W I omit the quantity mark:;. 



axis, callis, caulis, anguis, etc. But Lane was far from 
thinking the method a last resource, to be employed 
only for such a pons asinorum as exceptions to the rule 
for nouns in -is. It was merely beneath the dignity 
of a large grammar, as we discover by noting the 
rhymes in Lane-Morgan, 207-220. 

Dr. Kennedy, who received his boys at a tender age, 
and could resort to vis a tergo, was a firm believer in 
these jingles. He wrote them not merely for gender, 
but also for irregularities of declension, for principal 
parts, for changes of vowel, etc., in compound verbs, 
for prosody and versification, for distinctions between 
words often confused — a sacrifice to the manes of 
Eberhard de Bethune. Under the last two heads 
the form is often that of the hexameter, or an elegiac 
couplet. Otherwise he adheres to his rhyming di- 
meters. Some eighteen pages of the Elementary 
Latin Grammar are filled with these aids to memory. 
No wonder that a school which exacted such thorough- 
ness, and made it possible of achievement, became a 
nursery of famous Latinists! In his Public School 
Latin Grammar (1871), a larger and more ambitious 
work, Kennedy did not employ this method, assum- 
ing perhaps that the more advanced students for 
whom the work was intended would have had the 
nursery rhymes at an earlier stage of progress. 

In looking back over the seven centuries which sep- 
arate us from Alexander Grammaticus one is filled with 
wonder that the fossilized hexameter should so long 
have been treasured in the heart of the schoolmaster; 
that no one before the days of Port-Royal thought of 
simpler forms of verse, to serve the same pedagogical 
purpose, without killing all appreciation for the state- 
liness of heroic measures; why no one of that merry 
ordo vagorum produced Goliardic rhymes for the Latin 
grammar, thereby awaking the gay and convivial note 
along the hard school benches. 

Fertur in convivio 

vinus vina vinum; 
masculinum displicet 

atque femininum; 
in neutro genere 

vinum est divinum; 
loqui facit socios 

optimum latinum 27 . 

Those who sang so merrily might have brought in 
who knows how much of precious humor into the teach- 
ing of grammar! 
Columbia University. Frank Gardner MoORE. 



CLASSICAL SECTION NEW YORK STATE 
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 

The annual meeting of The Classical Section of The 
New York State Teachers' Association was held at 
Albany, November 24-25 last, as part of the 69th 
annual meeting of the New York State Teachers' 
Association. The President, Dr. Mason D. Gray, 
of East High School, Rochester, presided throughout. 

a7 Gaudeamus a , i87g, p. 20. 
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There was a large attendance, at least 150 persons 
being present. There was happily manifest a tendency 
to discuss the various topics covered by the programme, 
but the gratification of this desire was hampered by 
lack of time. In his paper on The Use of Transla- 
tions: Its Extent and the Remedy, Dr. J. W. Scudder, 
of the Albany Academy, urged, as a means of fighting 
the abuse of translations, increased stress upon tests 
in sight reading, both throughout the school course and 
at its conclusion. Professor Charles- Kelsey Gaines, 
of St. Lawrence University, declared that he pre- 
ferred to modify the statement of the subject so that 
it should read: The Abuse of Translations, etc. He 
held that for pupils, at least in Colleges, there was a 
legitimate use of translations. The teacher's task, 
he continued, is to make absolutely clear to his pupils 
the difference between the use of translations and the 
abuse of translations, and to make it equally clear that 
the thing he condemns is the latter, the abuse of 
translations. A distinction of this sort, he held, 
would do much to clarify the air and to sweeten the 
relations between teacher and pupils. At a joint 
meeting of The Classical Section and The English 
Section, lasting about an hour, Dr. Gray and others 
discussed Coordination in Vocabulary in Latin and 
English, a theme in which for a long time Dr. Gray 
has been deeply interested, and about which he has 
published several articles in The Classical Journal. 
Dr. Gray's plan, as I understand it, is as follows: 
Going through the lessons contained in a beginner's 
Latin book, he makes up lists of the Latin words 
contained in the vocabularies of the successive lessons, 
traces the English derivatives of those Latin words, 
has the pupils in the Latin classes leam both the Latin 
words and the English derivatives, and, later, has 
the teachers in the English classes drill the pupils 
upon these English derivatives. Dr. Gray held that 
it is entirely possible to get pupils in first year Latin 
to learn 1250 Latin words with their English deriva- 
tives. He would extend his principle of coordination 
to departments other than English, to physics, for 
instance, and to biology, as outlined in the articles 
in The Classical Journal to which allusion has already 
been made. 

Dr. Gray, in his report as president, called attention 
to various efforts which had been made by The Classi- 
cal Section during the last year to secure greater 
consideration for Greek in the entrance requirements 
of various Colleges and Universities. Of the result 
of such efforts some mention was made in The Classi- 
cal Weekly 7. 178-179. The Section is endeavoring 
now to induce the Educational Department of the 
State of New York to give more consideration to Greek 
in the Regents' Examinations. 

In a long array of resolutions passed, one approved 
the use of uniform grammatical terminology. Another 
requested the Educational Department of the State 



of New York to give credit in the Regents' examina- 
tions for the oral reading of Latin as practiced in the 
classroom. The latter resolution was, however, 
subsequently reconsidered, and was laid on the table 
to be made a special order of business at the next 
annual meeting of the Section. 

For some time past there have been in New Yoik 
State two Classical Associations, each of Which claimed 
to be state-wide in scope. One of these has been 
known as The Classical Section of the New York 
State Teachers' Association, the other as The New 
York State Classical Teachers' Association. The lat- 
ter association was, as a matter of fact, an out- 
growth of the former, and it is not more than 
three or four years old. It has held its annual 
meetings in the last days of December at Syracuse. 
Neither association has had a real organization. 
In the belief that there should not, at any rate, 
be two associations claiming to be state-wide asso- 
ciations, efforts have been made for some time- 
past to combine the two (see The Classical 
Weekly 7.80). At the recent meeting at Albany it 
was announced that resolutions looking to amalgama- 
tion of the two bodies had been adopted by the Execu- 
tive Committee of each Association. Those resolu- 
tions were adopted at Albany. They provide for the 
amalgamation of the two Associations under the title 
The Classical Association of New York State. The 
resolutions authorized the appointment of a joint 
committee of six on nominations whose duty it was to 
repot identical nominations to the meeting at Albany 
just held and to the coming meeting at Syracuse, 
to be held in December next. They provided, further, 
for two meetings a year, one in connection with The 
New York State Teachers' Association, the other in 
connection with The Association of Academic Prin- 
cipals. The annual business meeting is to be the first 
of these two meetings, that is to say, the meeting held 
at Thanksgiving time in connection with the annual 
session of The New York State Teachers' Association. 
If these resolutions shall be adopted at the coming 
meeting at Syracuse, the amalgamation of the two 
bodies will be complete, and The New York State 
Classical Association will be definitely formed. 
Another resolution approved affiliation of the new 
Association with The Classical Association of the 
Atlantic States. 

The officers elected at the recent meeting, subject 
to ratification later at Syracuse, are as follows: Presi- 
dent, Dr. Mason D. Gray, East High School, Roches- 
ter; First Vice-President, Professor John Ira Bennett, 
Union University; Second Vice-President, Miss Anna 
Pearl MacVay, Wadleigh High School, New York City; 
Third Vice-President, Professor H. A. Hamilton, 
Elmira College; Secretary, J. P. Behm, Central 
High School, Syracuse; Treasurer, Earl A. Partridge, 
East High School, Rochester. C. K. 



